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Oklahoma Administrative Code 
 

Title 210  State Department of Education 

Chapter 10  School Administration and Instructional Services 

Subchapter 13 Student Assessment 

Section 16  Student Exceptions and Exemptions 
 

210:10-13-16. Student exceptions and exemptions related to graduation requirements for 

end-of-instruction exams 

 

(a) Definitions.  Words and terms in this section shall have the following meaning: 

 
(1) "Alternate method" means demonstrating mastery of state curriculum standards 
through an End of Course Project designed and approved by the State Board of Education. 
An End of Course Project is a project integrating and applying the knowledge and skills 
gained throughout a course to address a practical, real world challenge. 

(2) "Alternate test" means a state or national test approved by the Oklahoma State Board 
of Education for one or more of the subject areas assessed by an end-of-instruction exam, 
which equals or exceeds the rigor of the end-of-instruction exam. 

(3) "Extenuating Circumstances" means circumstances which are unexpected, 
significantly disruptive, beyond a student's control, and which may have reasonably affected 
his/her academic performance. 

(4) "Proficient/Satisfactory" means achieving at least the minimum score for 
demonstrating mastery as defined by the State Board of Education on an academic 
achievement test of the Oklahoma School Testing Program (OSTP). 

(b) In accordance with 70 O.S. § 1210.523 A-E, students may graduate from a public high 

school with a standard diploma by demonstrating mastery in the state academic content standards 

for Algebra I; English II; and two of the following five: Algebra II, Biology I, English III, 

Geometry, and United States History by attaining at least a satisfactory or proficient score on the 

end-of-instruction exams or in the following way: 

(1) Students who do not attain at least a satisfactory or proficient score  on any of the 

required end-of-instruction exams in Algebra I, English II, and two of the following five: 

Algebra II, Biology I, English III, Geometry, and United States History may be eligible to 

graduate with a standard diploma by completing steps below until a satisfactory or proficient 

score is attained and meeting all other graduation requirements: 

(A) Step One: Students shall be provided one or more remediation opportunities and will 

either: 

(i) Retake the end-of-instruction exam(s); or 
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(ii) Score satisfactory or proficient on a State Board of Education approved 

alternate test in the subject area which may be taken prior to or subsequent to the 

end-of-instruction exam. 

(B)  Step Two: Students who do not achieve a satisfactory or proficient score through 

step one shall continue to receive remediation opportunities and will either: 

(i) Retake the end-of-instruction exam(s); or 

(ii) Score satisfactory or proficient on a State Board of Education approved 

alternate test in the subject area which may be taken prior to or subsequent to the 

end-of-instruction exam; or 

(iii) Demonstrate mastery of the subject matter through an End of Course Project 

which includes meeting the level of mastery defined by the rubrics explained in 

(b)(2) of this section.  

(C) Students who do not meet the graduation requirements through Step Two may repeat 

Step Two as necessary.  School districts will only provide remediation for students while 

they are enrolled in public school. 

(D) An alternate test may be used to meet the graduation requirements for more than one 

end-of-instruction exam.  A student may take more than one alternate test to meet the 

graduation requirements. 

(E) Remediation opportunities will be outlined in the local school district remediation 

plan (70 O.S. § 1210.523).  School districts shall document a student's failure to 

participate in remediation including written acknowledgement of the graduation 

requirements by the student's parent or guardian. 

(F) School districts shall document a student's failure to complete test retake 

opportunities including written acknowledgement by the student’s parent or guardian of 

the graduation requirements related to end-of-instruction tests.  

(2) Demonstration of mastery through an End of Course Project (Alternate Method). 

(A) In order to demonstrate mastery and graduate through an alternate method on end of 

instruction exams, students must complete an End of Course Project for Algebra I, 

Algebra II, Biology I, English II, English III, Geometry, or United States History.  End of 

Course Projects will be designed by the State Department of Education and approved by 

the State Board of Education. 
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(i) End of Course Projects for English II and English III must include a response to 

literature and a writing sample of comparable rigor to the end-of-instruction exams. 

(ii) End of Course Projects for Biology I must include the process standards as 

assessed through laboratory experiments. 

(B)  School districts, shall submit completed student End of Course Project(s) to the State 

Department of Education by April 1, August 1, or November 1 of each year.  Projects 

will be evaluated and returned within 45 business days. Subject to the availability of 

funds, the State Department of Education may contract with individuals, educational 

institutions, or companies to evaluate these End of Course Projects.  Evaluators shall use 

rubrics approved by the State Board of Education for determining student mastery of 

state academic content standards through End of Course Projects.  If funds are not 

available, End of Course Projects will be evaluated at the local school district level 

according to requirements of the State Board of Education. 

(C)  End of Course Projects must be retained for a minimum of 5 years from completion. 

(3) The Oklahoma State Board of Education has the authority to waive one or more of the 

requirements in (b)(1) of this section for an individual student if the Board determines that 

extenuating circumstances justify the waiver for an end of instruction exam. 

(4) Students who do not receive instruction in Oklahoma public schools may demonstrate 
mastery in required subjects by submitting documentation of proficiency on an equivalent 
state end-of-instruction exam(s) in the state in which instruction was received; attaining at 
least a satisfactory or proficient score (as defined by the Oklahoma State Board of Education) 
on the Oklahoma end-of-instruction exam(s); meeting the approved level of proficiency on 
an alternate test(s); demonstrating mastery through an End of Course Project(s) as described 
in (b)(1) and (b)(2) of this section. 

(5) Students who do not have an opportunity to take required end-of-instruction exams 
without extending the date of graduation may demonstrate mastery in required subject areas 
by meeting the approved level of proficiency on an alternate test(s) or an End of Course 
Project(s). 

(6) Students who have an Individualized Education Program (IEP) in accordance with the 

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) may demonstrate mastery of state 

academic content standards through a modified proficiency score on the state assessment(s) 

as established by the IEP Team.  Any deviation from the standard conditions, 

accommodations, or proficiency score on the state assessment(s) must be established on the 

student's IEP, and shall be recorded on the student's cumulative record.  

(7) Each year beginning with the 2011-2012 school year, school districts shall report to the 

State Department of Education through the School District Reporting Site, by school site, the 
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number of students issued standard diplomas based on the exceptions and exemptions 

outlined in these rules, including the categories of exceptions and exemptions granted. 

(c) Beginning with students entering the ninth grade in 2008-2009, in order to facilitate the 

monitoring of student progress toward meeting the graduation requirements of 70 O.S. § 

1210.523, districts will maintain an Achieving Classroom Excellence (ACE) Demonstration of 

Mastery cumulative record for those students who do not attain at least a satisfactory or 

proficient score on any of the required end-of-instruction exams.  All school districts in the state 

shall use this cumulative record uniform document, or all information required on the uniform 

document must be contained within the district’s student information system.  The State 

Department of Education will provide an electronic version of this cumulative record to the 

districts.  This cumulative record shall accompany the student when transferring to a new district.  

For each student who meets the graduation requirements, the student’s transcript shall read, “The 

student has met the graduation requirement of demonstrating mastery in the state academic 

content standards.” 

  

 

 


