JANET BARRESI

STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION
STATE OF OKLAHOMA

MEMORANDUM

TO: The Honorable Members of the State Board of Education
FROM: Janet Barresi

DATE: June 26, 2014

SUBJECT: Statutory Waiver Concerning Cooperative Agreements

for Alternative Education Programs

The following schools are requesting a statutory waiver of 70 O.S. § 1210.568, which requires
them to enter into a cooperative agreement with another school district if enrollment in their
alternative education program is less than ten (10) students. Approval is recommended.

District County Duration of Waiver (Years)

Eldorade Jackson* (3) 5

* The number in the County category represents the Congressional District.
See the attached map.
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2. For the second year of operation, Seven Hundred Fifty Dollars ($750.00) per student; and
3. For the third year of operation and each year thereafter, Seven Hundred Dollars ($700.00) per student.

Statewide alternative education funding shall not be used to supplant existing school district resources or to
support programs that do not meet all the criteria for the statewide alternative education system. No alternative
education program shall receive less than a total of Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000,00) per school year,

E. By September 15 of each school year, all statewide alternative education furids received and expended for
students participating in an alternative education program shall be reported to the State Department of Education by
major object codes and by program classifications pursuant to the Oklahoma Cost Accounting System as adopted by
the State Board of Education pursuant to Section 5-135 of this title.

E, Elementary school districts, as defined in Section 5-103 of this title, may request a waiver from the State
Board of Education from the requirements of this section to implement and provide an alternative education
program. Any elementary school district that has not received funding pursuant {o the provisions of subsection D of
this section shall be automatically granted a waiver, If a school district is granted a waiver, no statewide alternative

education funding shall be allocated to the disirict.

G. 1. The State Board of Education shall contract for technical assistance for operation of an Allernative
Education Technical Assistance Center. The technical assistance provider shall be an entity located in Oklahoma
that has been officially recognized by the United States Department of Education to assess and facilitate
dissemination of validated educational programs in Oklahoma. The technical assistance provider shall have priority,
if its operations are deemed satisfactory by the State Board of Education and if funds are available, for annual

renewal of the contract.

2. The duties of the technical assistance provider shall include, but shall not be limited to:
a,  providing initial and ongoeing fraining of personnel who will educate at-risk populations through
alternative education programs,
b.  providing technical assistance fo school districts to enhance the probability of success of their
alternative education programs,
c.  evaluating state-funded alternative education programs,
d.  reporting to the State Board of Education the cvaluation resulis of state-funded alternative

., education programs, and
e. providing in-depth program analysis and evaluation of state-funded alternative education

programs,

3. The State Board of Education shall not provide funding to an alternative education program that does
not receive a recommendation for continued funding in the evaluation provided for in this subsection.
Provided, any school district not réceiving such a recommendation for continued funding may request a
hearing before the Board with a review of the evaluation prior to the Board’s final determination.

H. All alternative education programs shall be subject fo statutes and rules applicable to alternative education,
including any exemptions from statutory or regulatory requirements authorized by statutes or rule.

L An alternative education program may be offered by an individual school district or may be offered joinly
by school districts that have formed interlocal cooperative agreements pursuant to Section 5-117b of this title. Any
school district submitiing a plan for an alternative education program serving fewer than ten students shall enter into
a cooperative agreement with another school district to jointly provide the program unless the prosram has been
granted a waiver from this requirement by the State Board of Education.
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