JANET BARRESI

STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION
STATE OF OKLAHOMA

MEMORANDUM

TO: The Honorable Members of the State Board of Education

FROM: Janet C. Barresi

DATE: June 26, 2014

SUBJECT: Update and Discussion on ESEA Flexibility Waiver

The United States Department of Education (USDE) notified Oklahoma on June 13, 2014 that
additional information would be required in order to be approved to implement Elementary and
Secondary Education Act (ESEA) Flexibility beyond the 2013-2014 school year. If not

approved to extend flexibility, the State would transition back to ESEA. The attached document
explains the requirements on States that transition from the ESEA Flexibility back to ESEA.

Attachments
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OKLAHOMA STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
2500 NORTH LINCOLN BOULEVARD, OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 73105-4599
(405) 521-3301, FAX: (405) 521-6205
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

OFFICE OF ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION

June 13, 2014

Honorable Janet Barresi

State Superintendent of Public Instruction
Oklahoma State Department of Education
Hodge Education Building

2500 North Lincoln Boulevard
Oklahoma City, OK 73105-4599

Dear Superintendent Barresi:

Thank you for your efforts over the past two years implementing local and State-led reforms to suppott
improved teaching and learning for all students, particularly historically disadvantaged student
subgroups. I am pleased that the flexibility the U.S. Department of Education (ED) offered from specific
requirements of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA), as amended by the No
Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB), in exchange for a rigorous and comprehensive State-developed
plan designed to improve educational outcomes for all students, close achievement gaps, increase equity,
and improve the quality of instruction (ESEA flexibility) has been able to support your efforts.

I am writing with respect to a very important matter concerning the Oklahoma State Department of
Education’s (OSDE’s) implementation of its ESEA flexibility request. I understand that the Oklahoma
State legislature recently enacted legislation that impacts OSDE’s implementation of its ESEA
flexibility request. Specifically, I understand that this legislation requires Oklahoma’s State Board of
Education to implement the subject matter standards for English Language Arts and Mathematics which
were in place prior to the revisions adopted by the Board in June 2010 and statewide student
assessments for English Language Arts and Mathematics that assess the standards and objectives found
in the subject matter standards that were in place prior to the revisions adopted by the Board in June
2010. These standards and assessments are not consistent with OSDE’s approved ESEA flexibility
request. Accordingly, in order to be approved to implement ESEA flexibility beyond the 2013-2014
school year, OSDE must submit evidence that the content standards in reading/language arts and
mathematics it will implement in the 2014-2015 school year are college- and career-ready content
standards and that the assessments it will administer during that year are aligned with such college- and
career-ready standards consistent with the principles of ESEA flexibility.

To meet the standards requirements of ESEA flexibility, a State educational agency (SEA) must have
adopted college- and career-ready standards in at least reading/language arts and mathematics for
kindergarten through grade 12 at the time of its request, and must have fully implemented those
standards no later than the 2013-2014 school year, ED provided an SEA with two options for meeting
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Page 3 — Superintendent Barresi

Please note that the submission of this information does not constitute submission for the required peer
review, nor would ED’s approval of the submission constitute approval of the assessments. Additional
information is forthcoming about the ED’s process to peer review and approval of State assessment
systems.

In its ESEA flexibility request, OSDE also assured that it would develop and administer, no later than
the 2014-2015 school year, alternate assessments based on grade-level academic achievement standards
or alternate assessments based on alternate academic achievement standards for students with the most
significant cognitive disabilities that are consistent with 34 C.F.R. § 200.6(a)(2) and are aligned with the
State’s college- and career-ready content standards. OSDE must address how it will ensure that it will
administer an alternate assessment aligned with the standards it will implement in the 2014-2015 school
year.

To amend its approved request for ESEA flexibility, OSDE must submit both the amendment request
template (available at: hitp://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/guid/esea-flexibility/index.htm), and a redlined
version of its currently approved request reflecting its changed approach to adopting and implementing
college- and career-ready standards and developing and administering high-quality assessments. OSDE
must submit this amendment request no later than 60 calendar days from the date of this letter.

In the coming days, a member of my staff will contact Kerri White, your ESEA flexibility lead,
regarding this amendment request, In the meantime, please refer to the document titled ESEA Flexibility
Amendment Submission Process (available at: http://www2.ed.gov/policy/eseaflex/amendment-
submission-process.doc), which describes the steps that are necessary as part of requesting an
amendment. Please do not hesitate to contact Elizabeth Ross or John McLaughlin of my staff at
elizabeth.ross@ed.gov or john.melaughlin@ed.gov if you have any questions.

I appreciate your continued focus on enhancing education for all of Oklahoma’s students.
Sincerely,

%&AMJ |

Deborah S. Delisle
Assistant Secretary
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